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On July 1, 1927, exactly six years after the establishment of the Depart-
ment of Pediatrics at Yale University, Dr. Grover F. Powers assumed the
chairmanship-a post which he held for twenty-four years. At the present
time, the State of Connecticut can point to one of the lowest infant mortal-
ity rates in the country and to its number of pediatricians per capita which
is as high as in any state. These facts are probably not without some rela-
tionship to the vision, wisdom, and inspiration with which Dr. Powers
guided his department.
It was Dr. Powers' conviction that exemplary teaching and training
require concomitant research activity. Soon after his arrival in 1927, a
laboratory of clinical bacteriology was established under the direction of
Dr. James D. Trask for the investigation and treatment of infectious
diseases. Further researches in the field of metabolic disorders have been
carried out under the direction of Dr. Daniel C. Darrow.
Shortly after the return of Dr. Powers, another major development took
place in the Department of Pediatrics when the pediatricians began to
assume responsibility for babies in the maternity wards. Along with the
newborn infant, data accumulated by the obstetrician about the mother
during her pregnancy is given over to the pediatrician, so that the associa-
tion between the two departments is a close one.
At a time when there were few pediatric clinics oriented to the import-
ance of behavioral and emotional problems of children, Dr. Marian C.
Putnam, trained in pediatrics, psychiatry, and child development, was
assigned to full-time duty on the pediatric service. The establishment of the
Rooming-In Project at Yale under Dr. Edith B. Jackson extended the
opportunity to study parent-child relationships to the prenatal and neonatal
periods. With the appointment of Dr. Milton Senn as Director of the Child
Study Center, a further move was made toward integrating these studies
with similar studies in later childhood and toward relating pediatrics with
psychiatry and sociology in general.
The New Haven Rheumatic Fever and Cardiac Program was estab-
lished by Dr. Powers in 1947 and is under the directorship of Dr. Ruth
Whittemore.
Public relations both locally and nationally have flourished under Dr.
Powers' skillful leadership. The Department of Pediatrics has many friends
among the physicians in the community. There are professional affiliations
with schools, children's centers and homes, and other hospitals.
The Department of Pediatrics has been constantly developing and
extending programs for the care of sick children during Dr. Powers' chair-
manship, but perhaps of greater importance are the hundreds of medical
students, postgraduate students and fellows who received training under
Dr. Powers. Scattered throughout the nation are numerous alumni of
Yale's Department of Pediatrics filling important posts in the field of medi-
cine. There are ten who are chairmen of university departments of pedi-
atrics, at least three more holding full professorships, and an additional
number who hold advanced academic rank. Amongst other alumni are the
chairmen of eleven additional pediatric units, over half of these units having
affiliations with medical schools. The chief of the Medical Department of342 YALE JOURNAL OF BIOLOGY AND MEDICINE
Brookhaven National Laboratory is an alumnus of the Department of Pedi-
atrics. Another former resident and instructor became an assistant director-
general of the World Health Organization and is now chief of the U.S.
Children's Bureau. The deans of the medical schools of the Universities of
Pennsylvania and of Virginia are alumni of Dr. Powers' department. Other
alumni include two chiefs of psychiatric units, one professor of micro-
biology, two chiefs of university school health projects, one head of a uni-
versity maternal and child health department, one head of radiology, and
ten or more who are filling important posts in the field of public health.
There have been two associate chiefs in charge of medical affairs of the
U.S. Children's Bureau. Of no less importance are the numerous practising
pediatricians who received part or all of their training in this department,
most of whom are medical leaders in their communities.
Such are the tangible accomplishments engendered by Dr. Powers. But
there are other contributions that defy enumeration-those intangible and
long-enduring ones which are the true measure of Dr. Powers' success as
a teacher, scholar, and personal friend of all who came under his influence.
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